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The work I'm going to discuss today represents 114N4 prelieinaty

data obtained on a project concerned vith tho measurement of racist

attitudes in children. Although vs clearly live in a society where

racial problems are extremely prominent, perusal of the social science

literature in this area indicates that research and theory have not kept

pace with the magnitude of contemporary problems. In a recent reView

dealing with tho development of intergroup attitudes, for example

(Proshansky, 1966), only about 13% of the over 200 studies cited were

conducted after 1960.

There ere a amber of reasons why such of this earlier work say to-

o
4.1 longer be claimant to today's society. The first has to do with the

(Z)

increasing wirbalisstion of racial problems in wen media. It woutO eat

be surprising, for exeeple, to find that children's attitudes, or at Isaac

their expression of they, have changed considerably as a result of cur

greying racist consciousness. The second issue has to do with the Methods'

of assessing attitudes. Men, of the teObtaques that have been traditionally

used to measure attitudes in children spiear eimgmlecly inappropriate

(e.g. Adorno S,t 11, 1930) and insensitive in the tight of the degree of
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sophisticatioa of today's youngsters.

The research to be reported has three major purposes. The first

was to assess the development of racial attitudes in urban children.

Towards this end, several diMrent tapes of measures were employed,.

both direct and indirect, with both block and white elementary school

children. There $s a particular paucity of eupirickt information

regarding black children's racial attitudes, a somewhat surprising gap

in our knowledge considering the enormous changes occurring in the black

community. A second purpose was to evaluate the effects of race of

exam,.er on children's expreceed attitudes. A considerable body of

evidence attests to the fact that children's behivior is intim/aced by

the characteristics of the examiner, ind social attitudes might be

expected to reflect stellar influence. A final eta of the present

research wee to examine some of the perceptual norrelates of reiat std.

Mee. It has been found that ethnic rareness and categorisation

developmentally precede the adoption of coherent attitudes. The grottos

explored in the present research was what developmental perceptual

changes ocesr as attitudes become more crystallised in elementary school
.4r.

children. Bow, for *simple, do children of different ages view fatttet

pairs varying along certain stieutus charooteristiest Do judgmeots of

inter atd i4trereeial differences show specific developmental tfetdst

based in part on bollard sad Miller's hypothesis of acquired equivaleace

of cues resulting from labels, it wee predicted that older children

would perceive feces of another race se less distinctive from eon feather

as meld yousger children.
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In an Atcempt to obtain informed** with regsrd to thou qmeetiaas,

two interrelated studies were conducted. Tha first was a testing program

which assessed the racial attitudes of mead, fourth and sixth grade

Children. The variables which were studied, in addition to chreaolosieal

age, worm race of subject, race of examiner, and type of Unties

instramont (direct questionnaire, social distance scale, and projective).

The second study cetectod subsemple of these children who were instep*

tad to judo the similarity of schematic drawings of !acid pairs which

varied systematically along ausber of stimulus dime:lidos..

PROCSIMS2

Maw. All subjects were drawn from a rectally integrated pablic

elementary school in $,w York City. The neighborhood the school dtisw

its populstioft from was largely lowerlmiddlc class. The area had Om-

viously been an alt -white neighborhood which was pow undergoing a

process of treasitice.

Agggrimettl. A battery of live tests were samisistared to ISIX

ti

second, fourth, sal sixth pode classes over two sessions. The tOst

twins a Oeseral Iotolerafte Scala which elicited aim-disagree !.

ototecents regarding racist holies sod practical,. the sifted tutees,

a Social Distance Scale. Unlike earlier versions which asked *poetise.

rowdies abstract foetal tenets, this toot used It: sotto% photographs

of childreo as sittemli. Ossetic** about the doom of 'attorney &Reed f.

folah each ranged free westing to live is the some city to levities the.

child hers to dieser. the stimuli were pietrP," of two block, two Alta
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and two Chines. children-;-one of each sex(show slide 1 and 2). The

third iastrument was a Dogmatism CAA which was a children'. worsts's

of the instrument empleeed by Rokeach with adults. The fourth, a

telfCoocept questionnaire, contained ten poeitive sad can negative

adjectives with which the children described both themselves and their

ideal images. Finally, a Projective Prejudice test was administered.

This latter test was ea original !utmost designed by the senior

author, which depicted slides of embiguma interrscisl situations.. The

children were asked to select which of severs, alternatives were mast

likely for each picture. Some depicted positive events, while other"

showed aggressive situations. The alternatives were rated la advisee
.

as to deem of prejudice for children of moth racial group (show

3 and 4).

A total of 16$ children were testers two cise at each of
,..

three op levels. Pa one classroom reloads grade level, the persons

Siring the instructioos wee Negro; for the other, the examiner was Irts444.

loth testers wore (seals, in their middle tveitios. in all lastest:6.14.1;i

both testers were actually present in the room. The situates was e#4,-,

op, bower, se that one person woe clearly to charge sod the other

assisted in the heck of the room with thSpriojecotor, and aellectifte tho4.;

, ta.,*.*!

tigers. t e subjwts wire told that they did not have to affix their siiv
.1p

amts to the peters, load that ye men interested is tiodiel$ out wbetsrl..:

t

i t

children of diffetoot ass; thought about differett things.
-

tioos mete reed aloud by the examiner is,ehStge to obviate

Aiffloolties the (Attires might hate hal4i

;.
..

The qrsos

soy reedtealk./.--

;



imeximtet It. For the second experiment a total if 0 black and

white children at each of the three grade levels vets scented for

individual perceptual testing. Within each age and racist group, halt

were tested individually by a white examiner, sad half by a black ema^

miser.

The perceptual testing employed the apparatus shove in the slide

which is a continuous sliding :nett (show slide 5). The prekledure is

wore fully described in Kate et (1970). The children sore instructed

that they were to more the lever to indicate bow similar boo feces

looked. One side wee designated the identity aide ("they loot exactly

alike like twins"), and the other u maximal differesce ("as differeoP

as they can be"). The slide pairs differed sloes a weber of dimensions

incleiing color, shade, typo of expression, type of hair and shape of

eyebrow (show examples on slides). The stimuli were Mimetic feces

draws onto varying shades of coestractioe paper. They were exposed

tachietoscepicalty for one leave,. Only moults with regard to blocks

white pairs sad Commie* and Negro shade differvoces wilt be disoussele

MULTI

plipertmat j. Tha three telt* revertieg to ewers prejudice work.

the Coastal leteleresee Scale, Sett- .b..itemee Scale and the Projective

prejudice Teat. The moans *besieged as each of the three leatemmeata is

costaieed in Title i of the handout sheet. lbe total mg* of possible

aeons for each measure wee from are to tea om Ofteral tatelerseCe

Seale, sere to nine of saeh salmon** of the Seas) bistaese cale+, !met



t6 to 42 ow the Projective instrweeet. In each instance, the Mahar

scores were associated with hiker levels of prejsdiee.

Multiveriate suety's, of variance were conducted ea each test, with

the three variables of eve rate of subject, and race of exesiser.

Siimiticost sae diffmcoo (P4.001) were obtained on the Otaftral Wel

erase* sod Genial Distance scales. (is both of these instrumeet.%

measured prejudicial attitudes appear to decline with sp. the *Women

of such developmentel trends with regard to the Projective test, boweVego

somas that this seeeins decline say actually be reflecting the

iscressed sophisticatiou of the older chitdren en tests where the mica?

dePireble teepees? is more obvious. thus, it would appear that is an

iotesrated earthete turban pOlic school, childree are taught that they

are not expected to directly express negative stated** 0$ JO Oiliger*

41 ether racist soaps. this is clear free the tow P levet. ebtaisoi",

by sixth graders on the GI test, Phis prejudioe is measured by the 001

Male sitmatiee of attributiassalevesetor besevolest behavior to

either oasis owe or another rectal strop, Weever, the attitsees eppesv

to reads relatively COSSinant throat e4t the elesestory *Ace teelpii.;,

Cos "mottos iettielly raised c^w.ct -44 the effect tt the race it

maimmowadtdrilesospresmattittiay. le etgotftem !Ifteettwoo

*twisted with me of *Weer were olitsieed ee either the Gametal

Ietotereethe or thittojeattme tests. Me overall me it seamiest Meet

was Weisel oe the social Wastes Soots, Mere vie, hearer, e stilts

Mast easeleir *Met with regard to the Orteetet stied!, such that
1? ,

vaster social Itetseee was elicited to Ow pictures with the Meek
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examiner than with the white one. /Unheroic*, as age x examiner effect

was found with regard to opposite race stimeli (i.e. Caucasian pictures

ter Nigro children and Near* pictures for Calcasieu children). This

interaction indicated that the white minium elicited mete prolndieed

rupees's than the black Oa, at the seared grade hovel. The examiner

effect at this level way, sacs again, be reflecting the relative lock

of test - taking sophicticaties on the part of the youngest children.

Comparisons of responses wade by the black and white subjects were

not significant on the Ceuta intolereece twit. Oa the Projective test,

however, the black children obtained mithat bier prejudice score*

than whites (although vs have not yet bloke* this down to see if it is

accounted for primarily by wore positive teepees*. to Wet or more

negative responses is whites). Another significant race of subject

office was obtained with the same-rut stimuli of the Social Diets,

moats. CM this lattor instremeat, !tech subjects espresso mace iriondli

noes towards black claim than White subjects impressed to other

white children. This nay irdtcata that color is a mere saline cos few

black children.

jialthwall. le the percepteal study, the three types of elide*

of male, Wisest its Oa*e which differed in odor (i.e. black-ohito)a

and the shad* variations vitiate each race. The mess similarity mares

*Weed by each peep oe these redoes types if elide* are contained

to Table I of the limiest sheet. The reap of possible scares wee frel

sere to twelve, with the higher scores being associated with Orator per

aired distieetivemese of the stbeelee pairs.
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A repeated -postures analysts of variance conducted on these scores

revealed several significant effects. The effect of type of elide was

significant, revealing, not surprisingly, that the black -white slides

wets gneerally seen as most distinctive. A significant age effect

inidcated a general decline in perceptual distinctiveness with age. The

rase of examiner, however, revealed a contrary trend. Vibe's tasted by a

black examiner, all color and shade difference/ appeared to b amplified.

feces were judged as more distinctive by the children with a black tester.

In addition to the three main effects, a significant (pt.05) triple Later-

action of examiner x rice of 8 x type of slide MA4 found. This intereotiee

revealed digferential effects of the two examiners on fleck cad white le,

seat particularly with regard to the black-white slide pairs. As can be

seen in Table 1, white albjects judged black-white foetal pairs as sots

different than block subjects when tested by a white"; black tester, the

situation was reversed, however, and black subjects rated the pairs as

were distinctive thee did white subjects. C. possible interpretation el

this finding is that the tubjecte were gore honest when tested by as M.

shiner of the ease race. An alternative interpretation, however, La that

a stose-race eaaalaer say have tsar lased the oubjeetla oversees, of the

underlying torpor* ef the tank, with teseeoteeftt.iehibitiems of 4ifferoitoe--

jedgasata The VMS, that appeared sealaelly seasittve to j diffeaeces

was the black sixth grader*. Their resposeee black its pairs differed

ettoreftely with white L. It is possible that two different seta of modally

desirable values are aseociatad with each type of j, i.e. with the white 11,

it is deeitebls to slew enprejodieed, whereas with the Meek j, balm**

else of racist !dimity say be the awe ispectfte eastieratiel.

le vii, of the differences 'stag:laud with type of sties, iedivideel
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realms were conducted for the three types of slides. nue swipes

reveal a significant examiner effect for ell the three typos (mar* dif-

ference wtth black). The developmental declise in distiactivesass wee,

however, only significant for °themrace facial pairs end not for bled, -

whits or ems rote pairs. This Undies is in secerdesce with initial

expeetetioes mails' the acquired equivalence of toes. As attain

labels become sore firmly established, istralmosp perceptual difforesoes

epparattly decrease.

Ouse additional !tidies of interest with regard to the analysis of

same race ethmeli was an age m rate of j interaction (12,441 "9°

ps.03). The mesas involved in this interaction are contained is table 3

on the handout sheet. With a white examiner, percrpteal

differences with reesr4 to the child's own racial group iscreesel with s

bleak 'Itemiser, however, a decrease with ego is famed.

MUM
Me 'Wines of the first study indicate that the type of emesure

employed differentially effects the ware of developsestal treed ebtaised.

As apparent docile* is prejudice with see via obtained ea a direct quee.

tiocasite sod Sate. Distaste scale, butOes net evident ea a mere iudieset

projective tabours. this Suggests that the abate of social desiesbilit4

must he considered, eves is measuring thi attitudes at yews* *Wares.:

tt is clear that sixth grade children haVie elreedy 'mimed whet the

eceeptablo resposese ere with reseed to listergroup attitudes, bet that

their greeter test tekieg:sophietiestiem say be, is part, coustarsoted

by the see slaws subtle seasons. 01001y, mote Web sesoures are

seeded it we ere soles to socusetely assess such *espies attitudes is

ahildroe.



The findings of the a*Cond experiuent revealed that children's

perceptions of facial stimuli are int/winced by a uulber of factors,

including the age of the child and the race of the examiner. The

developmental trends obtained indicated that children dedifferentiate

shade differences of other racial groups with increasing age. ?his

dedifferentiation process runs counter to the more typical finding is

perceptual research of increased distinctiveness with age, and this

difference may represent one of the underlying processes necessary for

the maintenance of ethnic prejudice. It becomes ouch easier to general-

ize attitude° to a racial label when intra-group difference ere minimised.

It is interesting to note that the perception of samerace stimuli

showed a slight increase in distioetiventss, but only 'with s'white

examiner.

The effects associated with the race of examiner wore complex. taco

of tester did not appear to be particularly important in attitude assail,-

gent, affecting only none subsections of one of the tests employed.

With regard to perceptualAudgments, however, the presence of a block

examiner apparently amplified color difAeronces, for both whits and black

children. The reason for this greater color eaileace is not entirely

Clair. There are a number of possible eXplanationa. The first poesibt.

lity may have to do with the relative novelty of being tested by a

black adult. Although the student body of the school used was tete-

grated, the teaching staff wee predoaleantly white. A second possibility

is that the Mack tester may have increased the childresta manses* of

the underlying purpose of the testing. 'A third is that examiners of

different races may indirectly provide the chltd with a different seta



of socially desirable response alternatives. This explanation appeared

most plausible in the sixth grade black subjects who minindsed black-

lobiell differences with a white examiner, and maximised them with a

black examiner. A final possibility which must be considered is that

the obtained examiner differences were aot directly related to race,

but to other physical or personality characteristics. A clear choice

among these various alternatives oC. the color amplification finding

can only be made when a layer sampling of testers and *shoots are used,

something ve are planning to do in the neer future.
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7.1P.AW PE1;C7PTUAT SZMITARiTY SCOR;*:

3r,:.!1p

Seo)nd Crxde

Mite r

White.hIsck Black f:hade

Differu-.nce8 hifistr,Ilicec

White f;FA.Ait

1/ift;!rew.es_

141-11te-Eloak

Differences

Bieck F

Black Shade Mhlte Shade
Differences Differences

White Ss 4.42 3.46 1.42 lah 8.12 2.54
Black Fr,

romr(h nrade

3,f4 3.n4 :3.41] 11.6f. 7.22 7.31

White f14 6.42 4..2 :i.t12 6.S4 5.q8 6.58
Block Ss 3.88 306 3.52 14.6 V.56 8.12

Sixth nrecle

!Alit' Ss 3,14 1.21) 3.26 4.:4 4.12 3.72

Black Ss t.16 3 , 4n 2.1(1 7.54 4,58 5.42

1110111..7111.1.1111.411MAJM.0101

TABLE 3

1VTALS OP AGE x RACE 01' P INTEPACTinV
N SAME -RACE sTprim

6

RACE OP M

4hit( E Mack E

24e1

344

333

736

707

415


